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  Draft EU regulation on fluorinated gases 

 

Around two years ago, the European Commission, as part of the ECCP, submitted a proposal 

for limiting the emissions of other greenhouse gases covered by the Kyoto Protocol. The main 

focal point of the draft regulation is the reduction in the use of fluorinated gases (F-gases). 

Even though the proportion of vehicles with air conditioning in Europe continues to rise, the 

Commission is hoping that this new regulation will achieve a reduction of 23 million tonnes of 

CO2 equivalent. 

In the course of consultative discussions in the European Parliament and the Council of 

Ministers, however, it was found that a draft regulation spanning the entire industry would not 

deal fairly with the special conditions regarding vehicle air conditioning systems. As a result, the 

Council working group has removed all clauses in the draft regulation that refer to vehicle air 

conditioning systems and submitted a draft for a separate directive. This directive has its legal 

basis in Article 95 of the EU Treaty, the article covering single market provisions, which 

guarantees regulatory uniformity within the European Union thus avoiding the risk of individual 

member nations contravening the principles of the single market by imposing requirements on 

vehicle air conditioning systems which differ from the EU guidelines. The European Parliament 

is expected to uphold this splitting of the regulations. Furthermore, in its stipulations for future 

air conditioning systems, the Parliament, in agreement with the European Council of Ministers, 

is also expected to dispense with any calls to make modifications to current model series. 

Based on current information, it is likely that all new model series introduced to the market from 

2011 onwards will only be permitted to use refrigerant with a GWP (Global Warming Potential) 

of less than 50. This will mean the introduction of CO2 air conditioning systems in all cases. 

As the fourth “VDA Alternate Refrigerant Winter Meeting – Automotive Air Conditioning and 

Heat Pump Systems” recently confirmed, the German automotive industry is one of the world’s 

leaders when it comes to introducing innovative technology. As early as the beginning of the 

1990s, the industry pledged to phase out the use of ozone-depleting chlorofluorocarbons 

(CFCs) in vehicle air conditioning systems, well before the deadlines required by law. Likewise 

the industry switched from using fully halogenated CFCs in the foam insulating panels for 

refrigerated trailers and bodies, and replaced them with alternatives which do not deplete the 

ozone layer. At the time, this too was a leap forward in technology. 

The German motor industry is thus well positioned, but in order to bring the new technology to 

market maturity, the peripheral conditions have to be suitable as well: the isolated introduction 

of new vehicle air conditioning systems in Europe alone would undermine competitiveness. The 

goal must therefore be to introduce the new technology on a global level. 


